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We believe that the Mediterranean still is what it was:
 an inexhaustible source of creativity, a lively and universal hearthstone 

radiating the light of knowledge, the grace of beauty 
and the warmth of fraternity to mankind.

Giorgio La Pira 
“Congresso Mediterraneo della Cultura” - February 19, 1960 
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FLORENCE MEDITERRANEAN MAYORS’ FORUM
Florence, February 25-27, 2022

Mayors and delegates from Mediterranean countries 
gathering together in Florence

The goal of the conference is to draw new attention to the Mediterranean area through the dialogue 
between its main cities, fostering and promoting actions to support cooperation and peace. 
Historically, the crossroad of Eastern and Western civilisations, of the North and the South of the 
world, the Mediterranean can play again the role of cultural bridge it has played in previous decisive 
historical junctures, this time thanks to the dialogue between its cities.

The conference will coincide with the Italian Episcopal Conference (CEI) annual event “Mediterranean 
frontier of peace” which, after the first edition in Bari in 2020, will continue the discussion between 
bishops of all Mediterranean Churches.

Special Thanks to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy Luigi Di Maio 
and to the Minister of Public Health of Italy Roberto Speranza  

for their support to the organization of the Forum.
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MAYORS

ITALY

Dario Nardella
Florence

Valeria Mancinelli
 Ancona

Giuseppe Sala
Milano

Salvatore Martello
Lampedusa e Linosa

Marco Bucci
Genova

Antonio Decaro
Bari

Gaetano Manfredi 
Napoli

Carlo Salvemini 
Lecce

Roberto Ammatuna
Pozzallo

Riccardo Rossi 
Brindisi

Leoluca Orlando
Palermo 

Luca Salvetti 
Livorno

Paolo Truzzu
Cagliari

Matteo Ricci 
Pesaro

Massimo Grillo 
Marsala

Vincenzo Cardellicchio
Commissioner Taranto 

Salvatore Pogliese
Catania

Michele Conti
Pisa

 Salvatore Quinci 
Mazara del Vallo

Roberto Dipiazza 
Trieste

Roberto Gualtieri
Roma
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MAYORS

ALBANIA BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

Voltana Ademi
Shkodër

Erion Veliaj
Tirana

Benjamina Karić
Sarajevo 

Dritan Leli
Vlorë

CROATIA

Jelka Tepšić 
 Deputy Mayor 

Dubrovnik

Tomislav Tomašević 
Zagreb

Filip Zoričić
Pola

Marko Filipović
Rijeka

Ivica Puljak
Split 

Branko Dukić
Zadar 

EGYPT 

Adel El Ghadbab 
Governor Port Said

FRANCE

Pierre Savelli 
Bastia

Gilles Simeoni
Governor of Corsica

Benoît Payan 
Marseille

Laurence Navalesi 
Metropolitan and Municipal 

Councilor for cross-border 
Relations Nizza

GREECE 

Ioannis Zampoukis
Alexandroupolis

Kostas Bakoyannis 
Athens

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

Youssef Abdullah Al-Aqbalan Al-Shawarbeh 
Amman
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SPAIN

Giuseppe Grezzi 
Deputy Mayor 

Valencia 

Francisco Cuenca
Granada 

MOROCCO

PORTUGAL

MALTA MONTENEGRO

Abdeslam El Bakkali
Fez 

Ricardo Valente 
Deputy Mayor Porto

Alfred Zammit 
Valletta

Ivan Vuković 
Podgorica

SERBIA

Zoran Radojičić
Belgrade

LIBYA

Abdulrahman 
Abdulhamid Farag 

Akub 
Kufra

Eshible Ibrahim 
Ahmed E. 

Tripoli

Elnadouri Ali 
Emhemed 

Deputy Mayor Misrata

Yahya Hasan Kuri Tuga 
Ribyana

Alshawish Abraheem 
Hamid 
Sebha

Bin Khaleefah 
Mukhtar 

Sirte

ISRAEL

Moshe Lion 
Jerusalem

Chen Arieli
Deputy Mayor Tel Aviv

LEBANON 

Jamal Itani
Beirut 

Riad Yamak 
Tripoli

MAYORS
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TURKEY

Zeydan Karalar 
Adana

Fatma Şahin
Gaziantep

Ekrem İmamoğlu
Istanbul

Mustafa Tunç Soyer
Izmir 

Vahap Seçer 
Mersin

NORTHERN 
CYPRUS 

Mehmet Harmanci 
Nicosia Turkish Community

TUNISIA SLOVENIA

Fadhel Moussa
Ariana

Aleš Bržan 
Koper

Zoran Janković 
Ljubljana

MAYORS
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SPEAKERS

Amira Kalem e Nadežda Mojsilović
CEI - Rondine Cittadella della Pace

Arnon Afek
Director of the Sheba General Hospital of 
Ramat Gan, former Director General of the 
Public Health Ministry of Israel

Mons. Antonino Raspanti
Vice President of CEI

Andrea Bocelli
Tenor and founder of Andrea Bocelli Foundation

Antonio Decaro
President of ANCI  
(Italian National Association of Municipalities)

Antonio Vitorino
Director General of IOM  
(International Organisation of Migrations)

Audrey Azoulay
Director General of UNESCO

HRH Charles Prince of Wales

Enzo Bianco
President of the National Council of ANCI 
(Italian National Association of Municipalities) 
and Vice president of CIVEX (Commission for 
Citizenship, Governance, Institutional and 
External Affairs of COR - European Committee 
of the Regions)

Filippo Grandi
UN High Commissioner for Refugees

His Em. Cardinal Gualtiero 
Bassetti, Metropolitan Archbishop of Perugia - 
Città della Pieve and President of CEI

Giampiero Massolo
President of ISPI
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SPEAKERS

Jean-Marc Aveline
Bishop of Marseille

Luciana Lamorgese
Minister of the Interior, Italy

Matteo Biffoni
ANCI’s Delegate for Immigration  
and Integration Policies

Prof. Romano Prodi
Former President of the European Commission

Sting
Musician, singer, songwriter and actor

Tareq Abu Hamed,
Executive Director Arava Institute  
for Environmental Studies, Israel

Marco Minniti
President of MedOr Foundation

Zsuzsanna Jakab
Deputy Director General of the WHO, 
former Regional Director for Europe of the WHO

Luigi Di Maio
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Italy

Maimunah Mohd Sharif
Executive Director UN Habitat
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S.E.R. Mons. Abba Ephrem Yousif Mansoor, Iraq
Sua Beatitudine Absi Youssef, S.M.S.P. Siria
S.E.R. Mons. Al-Kabalan Flaviano Rami, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Antoniazzi Ilario, Tunisia
S.E.R. Mons. Aveline Jean-Marc, Francia
S.Em. Card. Bassetti Gualtiero, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Baturi Giuseppe, Italia
S.Em. Card. Betori Giuseppe, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Bizzeti Paolo, S.I., Turchia
S.E.R. Mons. Carré Pierre-Marie, Francia
S.E.R. Mons. Castellucci Erio, Italia
Arcivescovo Chahda Antoine, Siria
S.E.R. Mons. Cobo Cano José, Spagna
S.E.R. Mons. Cvikl Alojzij, S.J., Slovenia
S.Em. Card. Czerny Michael, Vaticano
S.E.R. Mons. David Dominique-Marie, Monaco
S.E.R. Mons. El Warcha Youhanna Rafic, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Essayan Cesar, Libano
S.E.R. Mons. Gallagher Paul Richard, Vaticano
S.E.R. Mons. Giuliodori Claudio, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Gjonlleshaj Rrok, Montenegro
S.E.R. Mons. Grusas Gintaras, Lituania
S.E.R. Mons. Hocevar Stanislav, S.D.B., Serbia
S.Em. Card. Hollerich Jean-Claude, Belgio
S.E.R. Mons. Khairallah Mounir, Libano
S.E.R. Mons. Lipovsek Stanislav, Slovenia
S.Em. Card. Lopez Romero Cristóbal, S.D.B. Marocco
S.E.R. Mons. Marayati Boutros, Siria
S.E.R. Mons. Massafra Angelo, Italia
Sua Beatitudine Minassian Raphael Bedros XXI, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Mogavero Domenico, Italia

DELEGATES
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S.E.R. Mons. Naffah Joseph, Libano
S.E.R. Mons. Nemet Ladislav, Serbia
S.E.R. Mons. Olivero Derio, Italia
S.Em. Card. Omella Y Omella Juan José, Spagna
Padre Patton Francesco, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Peragine Giovanni, Albania 
S.E.R. Mons. Perego Gian Carlo, Italia
Sua Beatitudine Pizzaballa O.F.M. Pierbattista, Israele 
S.E.R. Mons. Puljic Zelimir, Croazia
Sua Beatitudine Card. Rai Béchara Boutros, Libano
S.E.R. Mons. Raspanti Antonino, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Redaelli Carlo Roberto Maria, Italia
S.E.R. Mons. Rogic Tomislav, Croazia 
S.E.R. Mons. Rossolatos Sevastianos, Grecia
S.E.R. Mons. Russo Stefano, Italia
Sua Beatitudine Card. Sako Louis Raphael Moshi, Iraq
S.Em. Card. Sandri Leonardo, Vaticano
S.E.R. Mons. Scicluna Charles Jude, Malta 
Sua Beatitudine Sedrak Ibrahim Isaac, Egitto 
Sua Beatitudine Shevchuk Sviatoslav, Ucraina
S.E.R. Mons. Stefanou Petros, Grecia
S.E.R. Mons. Vesco Jean-Paul, Algeria
S.E.R. Mons. Vuksic Tomo, Bosnia Erzegovina
S.E.R. Mons. Yaldo Basel Saleem, Iraq 
Sua Beatitudine Younan Ignace Youssif III, Libano 
S.E.R. Mons. Zornoza Boy Rafael, Spagna

DELEGATES
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9.30 am – 11.30 am 
Session I - Moderated by Giovanna Pancheri (Anchor Sky TG 24)

Cultural development and cooperation between Mediterranean cities. How to support cultural development projects 
between cities and countries of the Mediterranean to foster Culture as a vehicle of economic and social growth, hence 
stability and peaceful coexistence

9.30 am: Keynote speech by Prof. Romano Prodi - Former President of the European Commission

9.40 am - 11.30 am: “Urban dialogues”, Mayors’ open talk session

During this session mayors will be invited to discuss the topics addressed by the keynote speakers to debate 
priorities and share possible solutions. 

11.30 am – 1.15 pm 
Session II - Moderated by Liliana Faccioli Pintozzi (Head of International News Sky TG 24)

Public Health Security and social protection. In times of pandemic, the main goal to start a dialogue between 
cities is to grant protection from COVID-19, which hasn’t been reached in many Mediterranean areas yet. Vaccine 
campaigns international perspectives analysis

11.30 am: Keynote speech by Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director General of the WHO, former Regional 
Director for Europe of the WHO (in streaming)

11.40 am: Keynote speech by Arnon Afek, Director of the Sheba General Hospital of Ramat Gan, former 
Director General of the Public Health Ministry of Israel (in streaming)

12 pm - 1.15 pm: “Urban dialogues”, Mayors’ open talk session

During this session mayors will be invited to discuss the topics addressed by the keynote speakers to debate 
priorities and share possible solutions.

1.15 pm: Photo Opportunity

1.30 pm: Light lunch - Sala della Musica di San Firenze, Piazza San Firenze

Friday, February 25 - 2022

8.15 am

8.55 am

9 am

Delegations’ arrival and registration

Official opening, national anthem

Opening speeches
Dario Nardella, Mayor of Florence
Audrey Azoulay, Director General of UNESCO (IN STREAMING)
Antonio Decaro, Mayor of Bari and President of ANCI (Italian National Association of Municipalities)

PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALONE DEI CINQUECENTO
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3 pm – 5.15 pm 
Session III - Moderated by Luca Fraioli (la Repubblica)

Mediterranean Sea, water pollution, environment and hydric and energetic resources protection; policies to support a 
sustainable economic development based on a fair distribution of hydric and energetic resources; technology access 
for a sustainable energetic transition

3 pm: Keynote speech by: HRH Charles Prince of Wales (video contribution)

3.10 pm: Keynote speech by Tareq Abu Hamed, Executive Director, Arava Institute for Environmental Studies, Israel

3.20 pm: Keynote speech: by Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director UN Habitat (video contribution)

3.30 pm - 5.15 pm: “Urban dialogues”, Mayors’ open talk session

During this session mayors will be invited to discuss the topics addressed by the keynote speakers to debate 
priorities and share possible solutions.

5.15 pm – 7 pm
Session IV - Moderated by Carlo Bonini (la Repubblica)

Migrations across Mediterranean shores. How cities can help defining new migration policies and cooperate for 
effective actions on fundamental human rights protection

5.15 pm: Keynote speech by Marco Minniti, President of MedOr Foundation

5.25 pm: Keynote speech by Antonio Vitorino, Director General of IOM (International Organisation of Migrations)

5.35 pm: Keynote speech by Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees

5.45 pm – 7 pm: “Urban dialogues”, Mayors’ open talk session

During this session mayors will be invited to discuss the topics addressed by the keynote speakers to debate 
priorities and share possible solutions.

PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALA D’ARME
7 pm: Vernissage of the exhibition “Amos Gitai - Promised Lands” - In the presence of the artist 
Special guest star: Nathalie Dessay (soprano) Philippe Cassard (piano)
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PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALONE DEI CINQUECENTO
9 am – 12 pm
Session I - Joint session for mayors and participants to the Italian Episcopal Conference

9 am: 

9.20 am: Address by co-chairs Mons. Antonino Raspanti, Vice President of CEI and Enzo Bianco, President of the 
National Council of ANCI (Italian National Association of Municipalities) and Vice president of CIVEX (Commission for 
Citizenship, Governance, Institutional and External Affairs of COR - European Committee of the Regions)

09.30 am: Open session during which mayors and CEI participants will discuss the topics addressed by the keynote speakers 

12 pm: Signing of the Florence Declaration by participants

12.15 pm: Photo Opportunity

12.30 pm: Press Conference; Dario Nardella, Mayor of Florence and His Em. Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti, 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Perugia - Città della Pieve and President of CEI meet the press 

1.30 pm: Light lunch - Sala della Musica di San Firenze, Piazza San Firenze

2 pm: Transfer to the New Auditorium of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino

NEW AUDITORIUM OF THE MAGGIO MUSICALE FIORENTINO
3 pm - 5.30 pm
Session II - Moderated by Maurizio Molinari, Editor in Chief “la Repubblica”

The Florence Declaration as a bridge between Europe and the Mediterranean Region: peace, social and economic 
development, culture and people to people relations.

Remembering David Sassoli, President of the European Parliament

A meeting with:
Luciana Lamorgese, Minister of the Interior, Italy
Filippo Grandi, High Commissioner UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)
Amira Kalem and Nadežda Mojsilović , CEI - Rondine Cittadella della Pace
Jean-Marc Aveline, Bishop of Marseille 
Giampiero Massolo, President of ISPI
Mayor Mustafa Tunç Soyer, Izmir; Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, Rome; Deputy Mayor Chen Arieli, Tel Aviv; Mayor 
Benjamina Karic, Sarajevo
Sting (video contribution)
Andrea Bocelli (video contribution)

Saturday, February 26 - 2022

Introduction by Dario Nardella, Mayor of Florence
Introduction by His Em. Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti, Metropolitan Archbishop of Perugia - Città della Pieve 
and President of CEI
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5.15 pm: Signing of the ‘Florence Declaration’ by Dario Nardella, Mayor of Florence and His Em. Cardinal Gualtiero 
Bassetti, Metropolitan Archbishop of Perugia - Città della Pieve and President of CEI in the presence of Luigi Di Maio, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Italy

6.30 pm: Networking Cocktail  

8 pm: Concert of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino Orchestra conducted by James Conlon:
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Concert in D minor K. 466 for piano and orchestra
Gustav Mahler, Symphony No. 4 in G major for soprano and orchestra

James Conlon, Conductor
Saleem Ashkar, Piano
Sara Blanch, Soprano
Orchestra del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino

Sunday, February 27 - 2022
PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALONE DEI CINQUECENTO
8.30 am: Meeting in the presence of the Holy Father, Pope Francis

PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALA LEONE X
Greetings with Representatives of Capital Cities

PALAZZO VECCHIO, SALA D’ARME
The Holy Father, Pope Francis meets refugee families living in Florence

SANTA CROCE SQUARE
10.30 am: Mass and Angelus - The Holy Father, Pope Francis
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